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These babes for Clarence weep, and so do I;
I for an Edward weep, so do not they.                          85
Alas! you three on me, threefold distress'd,
Pour all your tears.    I am your sorrow's nurse,
And I will pamper it with lamentation,
Dor. Comfort, dear mother: God is much displeas'd
That you take with unthankfulness His doing.               go
In common worldly things, 'tis call'd ungrateful,
With dull unwillingness to repay a debt
Which with a bounteous hand was kindly lent;
Much more to be thus opposite with heaven,
For it requires the royal debt it lent you.                       95
Riv. Madam, bethink you, like a careful mother,
Of the young prince your son: send straight for him ; Let him be crown'd; in him your comfort lives. Drown desperate sorrow in dead Edward's grave, And plant your joys in living Edward's throne.            too
Enter GLOUCESTER,  BUCKINGHAM, DERBY, HASTINGS,
and RATCLIFF.
Glou. Sister, have comfort: all of us have cause To wail the dimming of our shining star; But none can help our harms by wailing them. Madam, my mother, I do cry you mercy;
84, 85. These babes . . . so do not they] Qx; These babes . . . and so do they Qq 2-8; These babes for Clarence weepe, so do not they (one line) Ff. 87. Pour] Proue Q 2. 88. lamentation] Ff; lamentations Qq. 89-100. Dor. Comfort . . . throne] Ff; omitted Qq. aft. 100. SCENE m. Pope. Enter Gloucester . . . Ratcliff] Enter Richard . . . Ratcliffe, Ff; Enter Glocest. with others Qq. 101. Sister] Ff; Madame Qq. 103. help our] Ff; cure their Qq.
84, 85. Q i, being the only form in    Queen Elizabeth.     The transition is
which these lines make sense, may be   abrupt, and should be noted in die
taken   as   the   original   form   of the   text.
passage.   In later editions of Qq, line 85       92. repay] Pope emended the metre
was altered, with more regard to sound    by reading " pay."   The first syllable
than sense.    F i probably restored the   of " repay " is not strong enough to
true reading from the MS. source; but   make the verse noticeably discordant,
the printer, working with the interlined       94. opposite with heaven] Compare
Q, could  easily have  overlooked the    Twelfth Night, n. v. 162; Lyly, Alex-
end of line 84 and the beginning  of   ander and Campaspe, act i.:  "Thou
line 85, and so produced a nonsense   thinkest it a grace to be opposite with
line.                                                      Alexander."  See also Timon of Athens,
89.   dear mother] Dorset addresses   L L 284.